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new possibilities, for humanity to become free, and for a new
conscious journey to spirit in matter. This took several hundreds of
years to develop. Human consciousness always lags a bit behind the
cosmic events, just as the Christian Festivals are celebrated a few
days after the astronomical events.

In the 1700s Johann Wolfgang v. Goethe's approach to nature
involved a disciplined scientific procedure, which allows the
uncovering of spirit in matter and acknowledges the fact that the
Logos indwells "all that has ever been made". In his words "The
Theory (or comprehension) lies in the phenomena themselves " - not
outside or behind them. Goethe had been led to this experience of
the world through a severe illness in his late teens. His mother
nursed him through a near-death experience where "the Heiland"
(the Christ) pulled him back from the threshold of death, lifting him
^ by the back of his neck and setting him firmly on his feet. ThusGoethe's initiation via "Liquor silicium" - the Prima Materia -
allowed him to experience the Light of Christ, who healed him. This
was so profound, it steered him through the rest of his life of
scientific seeking and artistic expression.

During the period of recovery Goethe became very influenced by
aracelsus writings. Paracelsus' cosmology describes a primal

substance. The Yliaster", which in the course of time has been
separated (severed) into two realms - "the Stars" or realm of Ideas,
and the Forests or Things realm. It was Goethe's striving to find
the Stars in the Forest again — to unite the Forest with its source in
the stap - the "Primal Source of all Existence" (Goethe).

Later, after he had made many studies on granite (he had been
down mines seeking road-making material), Goethe was standing on
a rocky mountain in the Alps and realised there was nothing between
him and the centre of the Earth. He describes granite as the
"Urgestein", a hardened remnant of the archetype out of which all

Theophrastus Bombastus von Hohenheim, the Swiss physician who
spanned the middle of the last millennium.

other rocks of the Earth have evolved.
Goethe's greatest contribution to the world might be to have

shown us a way to look at living Nature - to acknowledge not only
the mineral nature of the Earth, but also its life. "In order to do this
we have to go out of and beyond the senses", Rudolf Steiner says
after 14 years of editing Goethe's scientific works.

We have to ask the object of study questions in a way fitted to its
being. Thus, for example, I can't ask about the fur or bark of rocks or
how plants walk or fly. Goethe's way is like a kind of modern
Druidism - a shamanic journey in the Celtic tradition - an entering
deep into matter, consciously seeking or being open to the spirit
within. He and Rudolf Steiner showed us a way of listening to the
Earth and her beings with the inside of our being. One very specific
picture that came out of this work I would now like to share (see the
picture of man-plant relationship).

If we put the most common beings on the thin skin of the Earth
side by side, the green ones absorb carbon dioxide and water and the
red ones destroy carbohydrates and release CO2 and water into the
atmosphere. In addition the red ones set free the sequestered light for
the light of thinking, feeling and willing. The green ones catch the
light and produce wood, food, rocks, and oil. Out of thin air they
create solid matter. We can ask the question: Is there anything in our
lives that does not come from plants ultimately?

Just think about this. In every green leaf of grass or privet or pine,
heather or oak, this mysterious and magical making process is going
on. The power of the sun is coming to Earth, is creating new earth
every day, all day as long as the plants are alive in a wonderful
breathing rhythm. Daylight is for catching light and combining it
together with CO2 and water to make sugars, the basis of carbo
hydrates. Darkness is for building up the sugars and carbohydrates as
the basic substances for our daily lives. And then, inside us, the
opposite is happening. These substances are being annihilated in a
wonderful breathing rhythm and CO2 is breathed out into the air
with every breath. Inside the blood is being born new light - when
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The Golden Blade

Shortly after this episode we find him in Italy where he had
conversations with Garibaldi - conversations of a downright
conspiratorial character. Garibaldi and his friends had their ownideas about the independence of Italy. They did not want to
surrender too much of it, for example, to the French. Oliphant was a
CO conspirator in the attempt to falsify a plebiscite in Nice which
was about to be given away to France. He describes it all in the
Episodes.

One day Laurence and one of his servants approached the little
town of Sulmona in the Abruzzi. The little town was in full festivity
wit music, flags and all sorts of things. They soon found out that
t ey themselves were the reason for the festivities. It was all a great
misun erstanding: Laurence had been taken for the nephew of Lord
Palmerston who was very popular among the Italians at the time.
aurence tried to clear up the mistake, but to no avail. The mayor

just expressed his deep understanding for Laurence's wish to keep
IS mcognito and they ended up in the midst of a great banquet in
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We come to the time when Laurence meets the woman of his life:

Alice Le Strange. She came from an old English family, Norman in
origin. A ice was a very gifted artist. There are remarkable drawings
an paintings by her in a catalogue published at Haifa in Israel,
w ere oth Alice and Laurence were going to live later on and
w ere they are well-remembered still today. Alice was an
extraordinary woman, and very independent. You can imagine that aman like Laurence needed a strong partner with her own head and
heart. Laurence met Alice in Paris when he was about forty. He was
working there as a War Correspondent for the Times at the
beginning of the Prussian-French War. At this time Laurence, who
had always entertained a deep interest in religious and spiritual
questions, had already found what we today would term his guru.

In fact, a few years earlier, in J867, he had joined a community at
Brocton, New York. He was disappointed with party politics, having
become a member of the Scottish Parliament himself. The Brocton

Laurence Oliphant (1829 - 1888)

community of searchers for spiritual truth was led by a man called
I Thomas Lake Harris. He was a very remarkable figure. He was a

follower of the doctrines of Swedenborg, the famous Swedish "seer
who had inspired many artists such as Strindberg, Balzac, Blake etc.
Laurence had been so fascinated by a lecture that Harris delivered in
London that he gave away a substantial part of his fortunes and
decided to settle at Brocton. His mother, only eighteen years older
than him, followed and remained his most intimate partner and
friend besides Alice.

Of course, many people wondered if they had lost their heads.
Why would they give away their fortune for an obscure community
led by a strange prophet? Laurence's motives were not superficial.
He had been successful as a writer, travel agent, and a great political

1 career was open to him. He had, however, been disappointed withparty politics, through his experiences as a member of the Scottish
Parliament. Thus a political career seemed undesirable for him.
Moreover he felt that he needed a real challenge for his whole being.
Things had gone too smoothly in his life and almost without effort.
Now he wanted to do real hard work, and he decided to begin
working on himself. That is exactly what a life at Brocton enabled.
In full freedom he submitted himself to an external authority in
order to get to know himself at a deeper level by renouncing his own
individual will for a while. He had never done this in his whole life.
So we find him in Brocton, sewing petticoats, digging the earth,
reading spiritual literature, getting up at four o'clock in the morning,
having only a shabby little room for himself. During the many years
of his connection with Harris he regularly returned to Europe,
whenever Harris found it appropriate, in order to have him earn
money, for example, by working as a war correspondent.

After a while, Alice, who was in full agreement and in tune with
Laurence's spiritual strivings, came over to Brocton. Laurence's
letters from this period were not signed with his real name, but with
the new community name given by Harris: "Woodbine". You can
see this on a number of autograph letters that Roddy acquired a few
































